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It’s going to be a very busy couple of months.  The 

Cima Dome overnight trip has been re-scheduled to 

May 14-15, If you  would like additional details, 

please let me know asap at geisel@citruscollege.edu. 

It is a perfect time of year to visit Cima Dome. It 

should be a fun trip.  

The Sunset Society will be hosting its Annual Show 

and Sale April 30th to May 1st.  For a complete list of 

SoCal events visit the club website:  sgvcss.com 

On June 4th you are invited to join us on a bus trip to 

the San Diego Summer Show and Sale.  There will be 

a side trip to do a bit more C&S shopping.  The cost of 

the trip is still only $10.00 per person. We will supply 

water and light snacks. 

Our annual C&S Spring Seed Workshop will be April 

20th. This is one of our most popular workshops. We 

will supply the seeds and supplies. You supply the 

Material in the COMMUNIQUE 
publication may be reprinted by 
nonprofit organizations (unless 
such permission is expressly 
denied in a note accompanying 
the material) provided proper 
credit is given to the SGVCSS and 
the author, and that one copy of 
the publication containing the 
reprinted material is sent to the 
editor.  Reproduction in whole or 
part by any other organization or 
publication without the 
permission of the publisher is 
prohibited. 

Mini-Show Plants 

for April: 

Cactus: Discocactus and  

Melocactus 

Succulent:  Kalanchoe 

 

The mini show is part of  the 

Thursday, March 14th meeting. 

Next C&S Workshop: 
Wednesday, April 20th 

at 7:30 pm 

Topic: Spring Seed Workshop 

\ 

Meetings are held on the 

2nd Thursday of the month 

at 7:00 pm in Ayres Hall, 

at the Los Angeles 

Arboretum, Arcadia 
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Cactus and Succulent  

Workshop 

Wednesday, April 20th 

Topic:  Spring Seed Workshop 

     The C&S Workshop will meet on  

Wednesday, March 16th  in Ayres Hall,   

at the Los Angeles Arboretum at 7:30 pm  

The workshop is an informal, hands-on  

learning experience that is fun for the  

expert and novice alike. Come and learn  

from the experience of others.  We are  

happy to share our knowledge. 

Workshops are held the third Wednesday of 

the month at 7:30 pm in Ayres Hall at the 

Los Angeles County Arboretum,  Arcadia. 

 

Regular Club Meeting 

Thursday, March 10th 

The San Gabriel Valley Cactus  

and Succulent Society meets at 7:00 pm  

on the second Thursday of the month  

in Ayres Hall at the  

Los Angles County Arboretum in Arcadia.  

Visitors are welcome. 

elbow grease and enthusiasm. Come join in 

the fun. The meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. 

And don’t forget – there is always an 

informal raffle; everyone takes home a 

plant or plant cuttings.  

Our April speaker is our very own Tom 
Glavich.  His topic will be The High 
Drakensbergs in Summer. 

 

See you at the meeting! 

Gunnar Eisel 

President, SGVCSS 

  

 

 

 

 
There’s no telling what we will find at Cima Dome! 

Drakensberg 
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SGVC&SS LEADERSHIP TEAM - 2016 

 

Gunnar Eisel, President 

Buck Hemenway, Past President 

Horace Birgh, Vice President 

Louise Guerin, Secretary 

Margie Wilson, Treasurer 

Rebecca Mallonee, Director 

Mary Brumbaugh, Director  

Jean Mullens, Director  

Shaun Adams, Director 

Dean Elzinga, Director 

Tom Vermilion, Director  

Manny Rivera, Winter Show Chair 

John Matthews, Winter Sales Chair 

Tom Glavich, Inter-City Show Chair 

Jim Hanna, CSSA Affiliate Rep 

Gunnar Eisel, Website Chair      

Woody Minnich, Program Chair 

Mary Brumbaugh, Membership Chair 

Cindy Arakaki, Librarian 

Richard Roosman, Newsletter Editor 

**Note **   Membership Dues are Due!   

Your 2016 Club membership renewal  

can be paid at the next meeting  

or mailed direct to Mary Brumbaugh,  

2123 Pinehurst St.,  

Glendora, CA  91741.   

Regular membership is $20 per year 

 or $30 if you request the Communique  

by mail.  Make checks to SGVCSS. 

The Drakensbergs are mountains that 

form the border between South Africa and 

Lesotho.  They have a unique flora, with 

many succulents, geophytes and other rare 

plants.  This talk is a short tour of the 

Drakensbergs and Lesotho, with an 

emphasis of the flora and the scenery of 

this rarely visited region. 

 
Tom Glavich is a long time member of the 

SGVCSS.  He is one of the co-chairs of the  

Intercity Show held every year in August. 

He is a member of the Board of Directors 

of the CSSA. 

This Month’s Program 

The High Drakensbergs in Summer  

By Tom Glavich April 2016 
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A Melocactus was very likely the first 
cactus seen by a European explorer, and 
certainly one of the first to be brought back 
and successfully grown.  They were known 
in English collections by the late 16th 
century, less than 60 years after Columbus’ 
first voyage.   

Melocactus are immediately recognizable 
by the large cephalium that develops on 
mature plants.  Melocactus are flowerless 
globular cacti until they reach maturity.  
This can take from 6 to 15 years in 
cultivation with a greater range in habitat.  
Once they reach maturity the body stops 
growing vigorously (it still  

San Gabriel Valley Cactus  
and Succulent Society 

Cacti of the Month  April 2016  
Discocactus and Melocactus 

Melocactus azureus  
entered by Rosemarie Sauer  

in the 2003 CSSA Show 

 

grows slowly).  Most of the plant energy goes  

into producing a cylindrical flowering and  

fruiting structure known as a  cephalium. The 

cephalium is usually white, with short hairs of 

yellow, orange or red.  As the years go by the 

cephalium becomes cylindrical with the bot-

tom compressing and showing enhanced color.  

The flowers are usually a red-purple, and the 

fruits are almost always a bright red, to attract 

birds.  With age, the cephalium can grow to 18 

inches or more in height, occasionally bifurcat-

ing or trifurcating. 

Melocactus are native to a large region,  

Brazil to Southern Mexico, including a good 

part of the Caribbean. As might be expected 

cacti from the tropical regions, particularly 

coastal regions, are sensitive to cold and wet.  

Cold and wet conditions can cause scaring  

of the body, this usually appears as brown  

or tan lesions on the skin.  A few of these  

are unavoidable, but a badly scarred plant 

quickly becomes unsightly. At the same  

time, almost all of the Melocactus expect high 

humidity and a higher moisture level than 

might be expected.  Many grow within sight of 

the ocean, or in some of the more tropical and 

humid regions of Brazil.  They like water, but 

demand good drainage.  

Melocactus are generally solitary, so the  

only means of propagation is through seeds.  

Fortunately they produce plenty of seed and 

these germinate readily, particularly when the 

weather is warm.  Keep the seedlings protected 

from direct sun and moist until fairly large.  

Although it is several years from seed to a 

flowering plant, most of the Melocactus have 

magnificent spination and vividly colored  

bodies which make growing them rewarding 

from seedlings on.  
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Discocactus are heavily ribbed 
Brazilian cacti.  The genus is quite old - 
first described in 1837. The name 
comes from the shape of the body, 
which tends to be much flatter than 
tall, at least compared to the other ball-
like genera (Parodias etc.) that share its 
habitat. Discocactus can be found 
inland in the state of Minas Gerais and 
further South in the states of Sao Paulo, 
Parana, Mato Grosso, and crossing into 
Paraguay, and even into the 
Southeastern most state of Bolivia, 
Santa Cruz.  Although very popular in 
cultivation, many of the species are 
endangered in the wild.   

 The beautiful spination, the flat bodies, 
and the pleasantly fragranced flowers 
have made this a popular genus, and 
there are far more names in cultivation 
than there are true species.  The 
number of species has  varied from 
more than 60 down to 24 in 
publications of the 1990’s to the 
currently recognized 7 species.  This is 

unlikely to be the last word on this 
attractive genus, so keep your old 
labels, they may soon be good again.  
In our shows, most of the generic 
names are accepted. 

 
As with Melocactus they grow in rocky 
quartzite soil, often protected by nurse 
shrubs.  The soil contains the decaying 
remains of bromeliads, lichen, and 
other organic matter, and is acid.  The 
humidity is high, particularly during 
the growing season. 

 

 The distinguishing characteristics of 
Discocacti are their globular to 
flattened globular shape, a cephalium, 
and fragrant night blooming flowers. 
Unlike Melocactus the cephalia stay 
relatively small, are almost always 
white, have long wool, and a few dark 
spines.  An important difference 
between the two is that the onset of a 
cephalium in Melocactus terminates or 
at least slows vegetative growth.  The 
body no longer gets larger.  Discocacti 
have ring-meristems (a ring of growth 
cells) that surround the cephalium, 
which allow the body to continue to 
grow after the cephalium forms. 

 

Article and photos by Tom Glavich 

April 2016 

Discocactus horstii  
entered by Duke and Kaz Benadom  

in the 2003 CSSA Show  
Photo T. Nomer 
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Kalanchoe is one of the main genera of leaf 
succulents in the Crassulaceae Family. 
Kalanchoe are winter growers and generally 
look their best in late winter and early 
spring. Kalanchoe is closely related to three 
other genera, Cotyledon, Adromischus and 
Tylecodon; many members of all four 
families were originally described as 
Cotyledon. 

    Kalanchoe is a pantropical genus with a 
large number of species in Africa and 
Madagascar, with significant (but less well 
known) populations in Socotra, India, 
tropical Asia, Indonesia, and a few in 
Central America.  Kalanchoe is by far the 
most widely propagated and grown 
succulent plant in the world.  It is produced 
by the millions as a winter houseplant all 
over the world.  The most popular of all is 
Kalanchoe blossfeldiana, from a cloud 
forest on Mount Tsaratanana in 
northeastern Madagascar.  Cultivars with 
red, yellow, orange and even purple flowers 

San Gabriel Valley Cactus 
and Succulent Society 

Succulent of the Month   
April 2016 - Kalanchoe  

Kalanchoe rhombopilosa 

developed from this species are produced each 
year by vegetative  propagation (usually by 
micropropagation or cloning) in large 
commercial nurseries and sold in florists, 
supermarkets and garden shops.  It is virtually 
indestructible and grows and blooms through 
the winter in heated apartments, offices, etc. 
with little care.  It eventually gets leggy and 
stops blooming and is generally thrown out 
during a spring cleaning. 

   Kalanchoe care in Southern California is 
extraordinarily easy.  They tolerate light frosts 
and do well outside in our rains.  A few of the 
more tropical species are sensitive to cold but 
most tolerate anything we get without more 
than a few dropped leaves.  Most of the species 
sold in florists will do well as bedding plants in 
local gardens.  Producing a show quality plant 
requires a bit more work.  Pruning and 
pinching of growing tips to encourage side 
growth is required to get a full bodied plant.  
Since most of the cultivated species come from 
the cloud forests of Madagascar they never go 
through long periods of dryness and require 
some watering and moisture even during their 
summer dormant period. 

    Propagation is easy.  Take a cutting and stick 
it in some potting soil.  Success is virtually 
guaranteed.  There is no need to wait for the 
end to dry, no need for growth hormones, etc. 
Leaves can also be rooted and many leaves 
falling from a plant will often root on the 
potting bench or in neighboring pots.   

     Although pot grown Kalanchoe lose their 
bottom leaves when they are stressed for 
water, Kalanchoe grown in the ground do not 
have this problem.  Much larger and better 
looking plants can be grown in the ground than 
can ever be grown in pots.  Plants grown in the 
ground look much more like those from 
habitat. 
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Kalanchoe hildebrandtii 

Kalanchoes to Keep: 

     Kalanchoe beharensis is a variable 
large leafed plant from Madagascar.  
There are several unusual shaped and 
colored cultivars available, including 
‘Fang’ and ‘Oak Leaf’.  The leaves are 
often felt-like, with a mixture of green and 
brown.   

 

 Kalanchoe fedtschenkoi is  
another variable species, common in the 
florist trade as well as succulent shows.  
There are many varieties and cultivars, 
and several interesting variegated forms 
as well.  It has blue-purple to gray to 
white leaves, depending on the cultivar.  
It is weak stemmed, and is often grown 
as a sprawling or even hanging plant. 

Kalanchoe rhombopilosa is a small 
plant, reluctant to branch, with dense 
beautiful gray leaves covered with red 
spots and lines.   

Kalanchoe synsepala has great blue-
green leaves with red to purple  
serrated edges.  It produces offsets on 
long trailing stems.  It is great as a hang-
ing plant, or in a show pot. 

Kalanchoe tomentosa is a wonderful 
densely leafed shrub.  The leaves are green and 
white and feel as if felt covered.  When given 
enough light and water, the edges turn red or 
brown.  It is easy to grow poorly, but very hard 
to grow well. 

Kalanchoe uniflora is another climbing 
species.  In spite of its name, the flowers occur 
in groups of three, with many groups per plant.  
It is naturally epiphytic, and is happiest as a 
hanging plant. 

References 

     W. Rauh, Succulent and Xerophytic 
Plants of Madagascar 

     M. Sajeva and M. Costanzo, Succulents,  
The Illustrated Dictionary 

Kalanchoe tomentosa  

Article by Tom Glavich  

March 2016 
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 Plant of the Month Cacti  Plant of the Month Succulent 

 

Jan Hooked Spine Mammillarias  Pelargonium & Sarcocaulon 

Feb Echinocactus & Ferocactus   Othonna & Senecio 

Mar Rebutia, Sulcorebutia & Weingartia Small Aloes 

Apr Discocactus & Melocactus   Kalanchoe 

May Stenocactus & Thelocactus   Millii type Euphorbias 

June Gymnocalycium    Ficus & Dorstenia 

July Blossfeldia & Frailea   Cucurbitaceae 

Aug Favorite cactus    Favorite succulent 

Sept U. S. Natives     Cyphostemma 

Oct Parodia & Notocactus   Retusa haworthia  

Nov So. American Opuntieae   Adromischus & Avonia 

2016 Cactus and  

Succulent Workshops 

Jan   Pelargonium  

Feb Plant Identification 

Mar   Small Aloes 

Apr Spring Seed Workshop 

May   Vegetative Propagation 

Jun  Gymnocalycium 

Jul Staging Workshop 

Aug Stapeliads 

Sep Succulent Landscaping 

Oct Ariocarpus 

Nov Winter Seed Workshop 

Dec no workshop 

April Refreshments: 

 

Betty Farfan 

Una Yeh 

Sharon Sedillo 

Walter Wishyn 

   Roberta Eisel  
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March Mini Show Results 
 

Master division — Cactus 

John Matthews, 1st place,  Rebutia candiae 

Cindy Arakaki, 2nd place,  Rebutia heliosa 

 John Matthews, 3rd place, Rebutia flavistyla 

Master division — Succulent 

Rico Leon, 1st place, Aloe castilloniae 

Rico Leon, 2nd place,  Aloe humilis 

Gunnar Eisel,  2rd place, Aloe ‘Christmas Carol’ 

John Matthews, 3rd place, Aloe “Harry Butterfield’ 

Intermediate division — Cactus 

Barbara Hall, 1st place,  Rebutia pulvinosa ssp. albiflora 

Barbara Hall, 2nd place, Rebutia marsoneri 

Tom Howard, 3rd place,  Rebutia neocumingii lanata 

Intermediate division — Succulent 

Barbara Hall, 1st place,  Aloe castilloniae 

Tom Howard, 2nd place,  Aloe hybrid (name unknown)  

Novice division—Cactus 

Shaun Adams, 1st place, Sulcorebutia rauschii 

Shaun Adams, 2nd place,  Sulcorebutia candiae 

 Shaun Adams, 3rd place,  Sulcorebutia langeri 

Shaun Adams, 3rd place, Rebutia heliosa x albiflora 

Novice division — Succulent 

Jeff Delzell, 1st place,  Aloe ‘Papa Woody” 

 Sharon Sedilla, 2nd place, Aloe cv. ‘Lavender Star’ 

Shaun Adams, 3rd place,  Aloe castilloniae 
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                                        Calendar of Upcoming Events. 

 

April 9 & 10 — South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.   

9 am to 4 pm Saturday and Sunday,  South Coast Botanic Gardens,  

26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes,.  Information:  310-378-1953  

or www.southcoastcss.org 

April 22, 23, & 24 — Huntington Plant Sale.  Open to CSSA members Friday and Saturday,  

10:30 am to 4:30 pm.  Open to the public Sunday from 10:30 am to 4:30 pm.  Huntington  

Botanical Gardens,  1151 Oxford Road, San Marino.  Information:  626-406-3504 

April 30 & May 1 — Sunset Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.   

On Saturday the sale is from 10 am to 5 pm , but the show opens at noon.   

On Sunday the show and  sale are both open from 10 am to 5 pm.   

Veterans’ Memorial Center, Garden Room,  

4117 Overland Ave, Culver City.  Information:  310-822-1783 

May 1 -- South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show and Sale, Sunday from 9 am to  

4 pm.  South Coast Botanical Gardens.  Information:  310-833-6823 

May 13 & 14 — Gates Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.   

Friday and Saturday from 9 am to 4:30 pm at Land Scapes Southern California Style,  

450 East Alessandro Blvd., Riverside.  Information:  951-360-8802 

May 15 — Epiphyllum Show and Sale.  Sunday from 9 am to 5 pm.  Los Angeles 

County Arboretum 

May 21 & 22 — Long Beach Cactus Club Plant Show and Sale.  Saturday and  

Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm.  Rancho Los Alamitos, 6400 Bixby Hill Road,  

Long Beach.  Information  562-631-5876 

May 28 & 29 — Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Annual Show and Sale.   

Saturday and Sunday from 10 am to 4 pm. Ludwick Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo.  

Information:  805-237-2064 or www.centralcoastcactus.org 

June 4 & 5 — San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale.  Balboa Park,  

room 101, San Diego. Information 858-382-1797 

June 11 & 12 — Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society Annual Drought Tolerant Plant 

Festival.  Saturday, June 11, 9am to 4pm.   Sunday, June 12, 9am to 3pm 

Sepulveda Garden Center  16633 Magnolia Boulevard Encino, CA 91316 

JULY  1-3 — CSSA Annual Show and Sale.  Plant sale starts Friday and  
continues Saturday & Sunday.   Show is open Saturday & Sunday.  Huntington Botanical  
Garden, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA.  Information 626-405-3504.  

August 13 & 14 — Intercity Show and Sale.  Saturday and Sunday from 9 am to 4 pm.   

Los Angeles County Arboretum, 301 North Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia.  Information: 

Tom Glavich 626-798-2430 or Artie Chavez 818-482-8795 
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Speakers:   General Title, titles subject to being modified 

 

Bob Barth   The Canary Island Succulents         Texas 

Leo Chance   Cold Hardies for the Mid States, New Colorado 

Dave Ferguson  The World of Opuntias        New Mexico 

Kelly Griffin   Rare and Seldom seen Agaves and Aloes       California  

Kelly Grummons  Propagation and Cultivation of Cacti and Succulents CO 

Panayoti Kelaidis             Conference Introduction, Cacti and Succulents from 
Botanical Gardens  around the World Colorado 

Steve Lovecky                     The Cacti and Succulents of Texas      Texas 

Woody Minnich  Mexico, The Hidden Treasures of Coahuila   New Mexico 

Banquet,    It’s All About the People 

Marcia Tatroe  Rocking, with Cacti and Succulents Colorado 



If you have a cactus or succulent related event that you would like to have announced in the 

COMMUNIQUE, forward the information to the address below.  Please verify the event date.  

Articles, Notices and Corrections can be sent via email to: richardninwalnutpark@msn.com or 

via mail to:  

San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society Newsletter Editor, c/o Richard Roosman, P.O. 

Box 5222, Huntington Park, CA 90255.  Material must be received by the last Thursday of the 

month to be considered for publication in the next issue of the COMMUNIQUE. 

COMMUNIQUE 

Newsletter of the San Gabriel Valley 

Cactus and Succulent Society 

c/o Richard Roosman 

P.O. Box 5222 

Huntington Park, CA  90255 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 


